I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal 
Service with sufficient postage as First Class Mail, in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on tf\e 
date shown below. 

Dated: November 18, 2003 Signature: 




Docket No.:NGW-009 
(PATENT) 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: 
Yasushi Kojima, et ah 

Application No.: 10/623011 

Filed: July 17, 2003 

For: APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR 
PROTECTING FUEL CELL 



Confirmation No. 4612 

Art Unit: 1745 

Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 



CLAIM FOR PRIORITY AND SUBMISSION OF DOCUMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Applicant hereby claims priority under 35 U.S.C. 119 based on the following prior 
foreign application filed in the following foreign country on the date indicated: 



Country 



Application No. 



Date 



Japan 



2002-208225 



July 17, 2002 



In support of this claim, a certified copy of the said original foreign application is 
filed herewith. 



Application No.: 10/62301 1 Docket No.: NGW-009 



Applicant believes no fee is due with this response. However, if a fee is due, please 
charge our Deposit Account No. 12-0080, under Order No. NGW-009 from which the 
undersigned is authorized to draw. 



Dated: November 18, 2003 



Respectfully submitted, 




Anthony A. Ltftfentano 
Registration No.: 38,220 
LAHIVE & COCKFIELD, LLP 
28 State Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02109 
(617) 227-7400 
(617) 742-4214 (Fax) 
Attorney/ Agent For Applicant 



2 



0 ^ m # n if 

JAPAN PATENT OFFICE 



This is to certify that the annexed is a true copy of the following application as filed 
with this Office 



m m *e n 0 

Date of Application: 

m m # # 

Application Number: 
[ ST.10/C ]: 

ttj m a 

Applicant(s): 



2002^ 7^170 

#0 2002-208225 
[J P 2002-208225] 



2003^ 7^ 30 



# fF it ft ^ 
Commissioner, 
Japan Patent Office 




miiE#-^ &IiE# 2003-3052765 



iff 2 002 — 208225 



mm*] 

[&&«-^3 H102171301 

HiffiBJ ¥^14^ 7^170 

mmfttftftm] coin 27/16 

H01M 8/04 
H01M 8/10 

' 2 

Eft*] J&* « 

[ft*] mm m 
mm mm a] 

[SRS(I##3 000005326 

[ft*3Ui**fc] *HttfI|ft^tt 

[»J##] 100064908 
[#S±] 

[ft*X«*lfc] Jg* IEpS 



ffi!E# 2003-3052765 



#2002—208225 
[fiM##] 100108578 

. 100101465 

[^ESfJ#-^] 100094400 

[§§sM##] 100107836 

[mm^] 100108453 

[&%xi,t£m mm 

008707 

[mft±mi 2i,ooop3 

[#>f££] MS l 

EIM 1 

mmm i 

[^SSfttSf] 9705358 



2 



aifE# 2003-3052765 



#2 002 — 208225 



tat mnmm<Dftmw:m z&m-tz ftrnvtmik m^m t , 
i izmm<DMwmm<D&mmmo 

[0 0 0 1] 
[0 0 0 2] 



1 



ffi!E#2 003-3052765 



#2002—208225 



(c £ y nt£ l fc**>f * > Hfwa-^jw kk «: mm u x mmm $. xmm u 

[0 0 0 3] 

¥6-22385 on&mizmmztit-M&nm<Dfcni/XT2*<?>&$iz. mn 
mmvmmmwomm&izykm-zyy-zffi*.. z^m^y^iz^-ox. mmm 
«©**#h#*3^«»»k & a C T L d &tft*I u fc * s 

miz&^xisx&fcm^tfffiMwizmu&ttMizte-o £ ^ ^ ic, m^tnmnu 
ct, y^mis^<Dmm^m^^^^mmmm^(Dy^m^yv'^^nx\i^ a 

[0 0 0 4] 

mm V&^£.?2> MM] 

t.z\zx. ±mm&wmzmzmwmm<num^xT2*iz]3^xte. mz. m 
nmM<Dmmmm<Dmm&iz7kmtf&&2ntc.m&iz. nm&m**m'*6**> 
tc&jtstirv^ mnmn&wmiz^^xitft^&znx^tk^ 

*»Wtt±ia*1tK:lt*T3!fcS*ife ! b(Z)"C, «f*M£^fc^ir-£ - 

[0 0 0 5] 



2003-3052765 



#2 002-208225 



HI 2 a, MM^12b, fc, f&3B«m«&©^i&#J»JCj^ 

•ft^RS^ffi^feS^W^&Wft-rs^S^JBWfi^® (Mill H«S©^«1 
mf^S04) fc, l&ia*«««IWJfe#«tcJ:6fl3eig*K:iiS:CTJ!l8»« 

[0 0 0 6] 
[0 0 0 7] 

2£>iC, ff^^2{CfH«©*f§0^ora«M^^aig«T'ii, t&3B«S#®W: 



ffilE^ 2003- 3 052765 



#2002-2 0 8225 

[0 0 0 8] 

Mtit- & *g j£ $ n a-^tc, um^m. k * y »m t toixfoji 

[0 0 0 9] 

mtUtm l Ic^fJ^lc, Mm?{S2£:, jTOSM2(Z>^j|iaic^£^tf£^ 

ail, Bl**fllJEE*«*ai»»9 b 4:S:#^.T««S*lTV^S G 
[0 0 10] 

H»K T* f*«r U fc m«¥« «M#ig# £ , 3S »C <D -fe A 1/ - * T*#tf£ b T S 

4 ffiSEff 2003-3052765 



#2002—208225 



[0011] 

©APlif 1 2lci±, iiMt:M5ti5^©#ffi*^J:tFM^^ffit 
^JEiJ^ffiHl 2 afc^tf^S^mtgl 2 b #ttff}Sl la, 12 

TO««fi2^p,StUffi$tiS^««^li, M^liDC-DCf a>y;^ 
&#*fc«^ffl»«5KA;fr3ft'rfc»;, 5 JCte, 

£A 3 > -r > -9* ^ Sft? 3 > > -tM£**e> -5 6 #<&j& $ ft T v * £ . 

5 W«r««7^e,ilj*Sfts«Sft»^«, o*u»«^2(c 
*f "f S *8«*B-fr tc 3£ -3 ^ T , «8**«?ffi 2^e,«t»Jffi3ftS $8««i?f& © & M 

^IS£jK)ft«?fi2^&#yffl2ftS&««&&fcffiU rco^ffi 

[0 0 12] 

tf/tfU 7i-l/>W7-f KSgT'&oT, ^#^|HlM^gPfC^^>i?aP2 2 & 
^IxTVN^o 7^>^g|J2 2 iC^^j^- 2 3 £$tU#ttT&U, rCD*5-2 3 

wicsK;bh 2 4 alt, KMftr®mnMBe«i 4 icas:we>ftfe#5t#js2 

5{Cj»#>#tf @££ft£ <fce>fC&oTV^ 0 

, ttf^2 6<z)p>ggpfci:#*ifcffig2 7 1 it^rtan, #x&am2 loft^m 

®IC«, WfflStC|^^oT79>S;fi|S2 8*^fiRSft, 75>y»2 8®fil»^ 
[0013] 



ffl3E4$ 2003-3052765 



#2002—208225 

®Kmmz nfc&mm* 3 lis zzfummmmi- 3 2«, htcm£«3 oizmmz 

tlT^Zo fit, **f3 1, 3'2.ttIM»S«3"0lcSili!S*lfc«», 
4M(Dhfy3 3icj;y, #*tfcffi^2 7tf)jg®2 7 A_tlCgBS£;ft£/<-7. 3 4 

<fc e> IC L TSHS $ tiT v^ £ 0 

1Sf^3P2 6©^MffilC2/-^M3 5««^*;#We>4x, ffi PffiUIH^ 1 4 (£> 

[0 0 14] 

ztiZ7kmfcttLxm&ten&mmfrio%iZffl.M3 i b&iit§r;v^f© 

fit, S^ffi^^T*feS*^^m^3 1<Z)M^3 1 blCgMttOfc|»tc£ 

M^i§^-&-r#ffl^ST©^««^3 2 t(Diatc«5c«jn:ffi©^*«^r 

[0 0 15] 

WAiiBUJC^-J^tC, -IftffijR^S 1 (i^«R4 ) Xt)f|aii«*?3 2 
(JgJfiftR3) jm^J&i&SftTfc&Sjat, B5£}g#t4 1 (TORI) 

M^Bc&MStiTfc-syy y ^E&tcfcv^T, ttmiR^3 l i:Mffiii?3 2 
^«I*PSt, i«4 1, 4 2Rfig©^j^PRh(0ISlC, 3*Hbtf> 
ii*PS, P Rratf)«ffi£1£ffi-r£*J±ft4 4 jtflgffiStirCVN*. 
[0 0 16] 



6 



ffiliE# 2003-3052765 



#2002—208225 



mtf&&l>&^i:glZlZ> -7V yVimmtrf^yxLXR 1XR4=R2XR3 
<Z)JfKJ»tC&»J, «JQEft4 4 ©tf}*^€ □ 2f, ykm&&&-?2>£, fcffl 

iS^3 1<DMM3 1 MCfc^T*li#M:l&U H>f;b3 1 atf)}S^_h#U }g 
m«R4^f|f^1-S 0 3tl(C*fbT^««^3 2(C£V^&7fcim«*£l±-r 

, m.tfimRSitmtL^\ r*ucj:u, ^^ms&©^^4xT«Eft4 

[0 0 17] 

ikm^m^r-t^zmz^^x. i&rm^nzmft^>mmmm^m^nx^ 

fflffimmilZ. #4£ffi#§l la, 12 a^A^ftSfS-^C^^Tllffil, 
fci^iffi^#iJ±A, S£»&ffi#§i 2 b&tffeMIM5fre>A:fr2n3,E^ 

x^^-w^mz&mL. ffifewmmmz&m-r&o fit, *^-fe>if4^ 
feMmzmz-x^&m&izte. mmmm2izM-t zmfevummmzmf-tZo 

[0 0 18] 

z.(D&m®>miz&^xiz. Mx.i»4iM2 ©TOMcAPiffif 1 1 tcss: 



ffiSE4#2 003-3052765 



#2002-208225 



[0019], 

5fc?\ 0 5^fXf^^S 0 1 lCfcV>T&, »*?&2(Z)fEim&C;}3V^, 
Wl?fi20^itIi:lT, #&ffi*l 1 a, 1 2 a^e>A^3tlS'ttffi^# 

fit, X^y^S 0 2iZi3^X\t. >!K^i2>-9-4^f J m^$tlS«jE©^m 

#£fB'[S^« 8 ^ 
[0 0 2 0] 

fit, *7^y :/S 0 4 {C£^T&> TKitlZ 4 «b ffi^j $ ;fl£«ffi0>tfeffi 

ft 2 <0 ftftttJK £ JS c T SBttSSS 8 * & L W£ Wffi «k »; % :* 

3.'<B*ff5£*gJIS# TNOj ©f&^lcW:, -attaSrJBFT-r*. 

Zl<Z>¥![)tMI|l# TYESj (Dm^iZ Xf'^S 0 5lCil*> TO« 

[0 0 2 1] 

0»J;t&0 6~|II8 ICjjk*? <fce>ic, fS1t=M8 fete, 3»Mi1r>-9-4 fr£ttS:fr3 4x 



ffiH# 2003-3052765 



#2002-208225 



[0 0 2 2] 

>^4^^m*$ti^^ajM^TO*^2(D^»^ffiic^DT^$tifcm^© 

¥ 55£ W« £ it f 3 r £: fc J: »J , -2 JC W 6 Mflf?«J» © S: MflJ JC 

[0 0 2 3] 
[0 0 2 4] 



tfJIE# 2003-3052765 



#2 002 — 208225 



> TkmmmnfiPtxir&t.* zammmzis^^xtftmm+s i tcM«$tis«^ 

[0 0 2 5] 

, TOiiiacMifcMgm M&imft^&*nM&m\z£.vfcmi%w;mm 
•fr&fflizmfi LXL^oztit mm iz m± -r & ^ t #t? £ s . 

«& */ x -f- u (D m& m x $> & . 

[02] 01 lc^i-*3S-fe>-9-©^Bf07?&S. 
[03] a2JC^-rA-A«|»C«&e>«B&BlT®HT?*>«o 

[04] &&m*&£&ummmm*&mmtitixte2>-7v vvm&zb 
[05] 01 ^m*mmmm<D&mgkm<D®ftZ7*-? 7D-f^- ht-s 

$. 

[0 6] 7kmizyvfrbft±i2tiz&&mzj&uxmt-t2>gtmmmmm 
<Dmt<D—M*7jk-ty^7mx$>z>, 



1 0 



£H5E# 2003-3052765 



#2 002-208225 



1 mwmm<D&mmm 

2 wMmm 

s lattas •(SB*#®) 

1 1 a, 12a ffiij^ffiH («tltffi#S) 

12b (ftmttm&m^m) 



1 1 



ffiIE# 200 3- 3052765 



#2002—208225 



[*£«] mm 



8 



0 



mmmm 



rnmmm. 



11 

H 2 — A 



2a 

\ 2 



d- 



7? 

9a Ha 



13 



da 



12 



Air 

(0 2 ) 



14 4a 

^ rT~k"— 



I 



¥} — 5 



miiE# 2003-305 2 765 



#2002—208225 



[M21 

4 




ffifiE#2 0 0 3 



-3052765 



#2002—208225 




3 



2003-3052765 



#2002—208225 



[05] 



C06] 



S01 



S02 



J 



03 




0 *IRtzV+t<DlftiHi 



4 



ffiHEfS 2003-3052765 



#2002-208225 



[EI 7] 




0 #*tz^+t©*a« 



[0 8] 




0 &m\zy+t<Di*mm 



2003-3052765. 



#2002-208225 



mm] 

mm] mnmmzmm^m-tz,, 

¥mmm.(D^v7m*mm\.x^z> 0 mmmmut, m^ami 1 a, 12a 

[aiRBI] Ell 



ffi$E# 2003-3052765 



#2002—208225 



#0 2002-208225 
502010 47842 

3g-ffl^±/£ 0 0 9 0 

¥f& 14^ 7^180 



i&mxitmffi] 

C!RS0*#3 

mmxitmmi 
[&2 t x\z&m 

[IftbtftlA] 

i&£x\z&m 

[Iffitfef^IA] 



000005326 

^ if A 
100064908 

MW.mmm^Mmmm3 re 2 3#3# or^ 



100108578 

*]RiP*flBEi*ffiJ»*3 Tl 2 3 



3 # ORtf 



100101465 



3 Tg 2 3#3# ORtf 

nam 



100094400 

3K^iP*f1tlSl©HM»3TB 2 3 #3 # O R tf 
100107836 

3ft]KiPif?SK]«BaiS«3TB 2 3#3# ORhf 



ffilEff 2003-3052765 



#2002—208225 



m mm, 

100108453 

M^^§r^^.Mmmm 3 T 0 2 3 



3 # O R tf 



ffi£E# 2 003-3052765 



#2002-208225 



SI I A I I II I 



»J## (0 0 0 0 0 5 3 2 6) 

1. H 1 9 9 0^ 9 J? 6 0 



ffiliE# 2003-3052765 



